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THE SELECTION 
PROBATIONERS 


~ HE success of a training school must always 
depend to a great extent upon the class of 
ationers employed, and on their careful and 
selection. Under the Poor Law great diffi- 
es have often arisen from the fact that certain 
irdians, anxious to exert their authority, have 
ed to select and interview the candidates 
ying for the post of probationer. We have 
ys contended in this paper that the only 
ient and right course is for the matron to 
ct and interview the candidates, and, after 
ful inquiries, to recommend suitable ones to 
‘ommittee or Guardians for appointment. The 
sability of such a course must appeal to all 
rejudiced persons. How can a committee of 
in one interview judge of the fitness of nurse 
didates beyond a hasty impression of their 
arance and their clothes? We have heard 
committee meeting where one Guardian— 
was very old and his sight not good—was so 
ressed by a vivid green feather in one of the 
lidate’s hats that he loudly vociferated, ‘‘ I 
for the green feather,’’ and would not be 
‘ed or brought to reason. 


OF 





It is only by interviews with the 
matron, followed Dy careful inquiries on her part 
that the right candidates are selected, 
the haphazard choice of a committee, many ol 
whom are probably greatly influenced by an at 
tractive appearance or other considerations 

We are glad to learn that the Norwich Guard- 
the arrange whose in- 
firmary have not been satisfactory—have 
the same conclusion with regard to the selection 
of probationers which we advocated. After send 
ing a deputation to inquire into the methods of 
other institutions, the y state, as the result of their 
inquiries, that at the other infirmaries visited 


personal 


{ 


instead of 


ians nursing ments in 


come to 


‘* probationers were not in the first instance elected 


by committees, but most carefully chosen with a 
view to their physical, intellectual, and general 
fitness for the work by the medical officer in 
junction with the matron and 
and the names only brought 
committee after very careful inquiry, and at 
two months’ thorough trial.’ 

In connection with this subject of the selection 
of probationers, we that the Bradford 
Guardians have just passed a resolution removing 
the disqualification hitherto attaching to residence 
in Bradford in connection with applications for 
appointments as probationers. The only reason 
why such a rule should exist is, we presume, the 
fear that there might be personal favouritism, and 
that some unwise Guardians, having relations or 
friends as nurses in the institution, should en- 
courage them to carry tales and gossip, and 
thereby engender friction. Putting aside this pos- 
sibility, which it is to be hoped seldom arises, 
there seems no reason why the matron should 
be hampered in the choice of nurses by having to 
refuse suitable candidates if they happen to live 
in the neighbourhood. 

As time goes on and the nursing profession be- 
comes by degrees better organised, we trust that 
there will be a steady stream of good and cultured 
women entering for training as nurses. An ex 
perienced matron soon recognises among the can- 
didates who apply to her those who wish to take 
up nursing either as a passing fad or just to get 
away from unpleasant surroundings. She has to 
make the best selection from the candidates be- 
fore her, but how she rejoices when refined, cul 
tured women willingly come forward to devote 
their best years and energies to the work of 
nursing the sick. Nursing is a very exacting pro- 
fession, and requires the best women, and offers 
scope for the exercise of all the gifts and talents 
they may possess. 
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NURSING NOTES 


Q.V.J.1.N 
“7. HE past twelve months shows a great de 
velopm nt in the work ol the Queen s Insti- 


tute. The Institute has become the central organi- 
sation of more than 600 district nursing associations 
in England, Lreland, and Wales, and nearly 200 in 
Scotiand, employing altoge ther over 1,500 (Jueen's 
Nurses In ad on there are eighteen afhliated 
county nursing 


country 


associations employing 540 village 
nurses in the England. The 
annual report touches on the question of the sup- 


ply of fully 


aistricts ol 


trained midwives as necessitated by 


the Act, and school nursing, in both of which 
Queen's Nurses are largely involved. 

The Pension Scheme, in conjunction with the 
R N Pension | und is & pl actical means ol pro- 
vision for old wre 

On December 31st, 1907, there were also work- 
ing, in addition to the 1,479 Queen’s Nurses, 58 
nurses who become Queen’s Nurses on January 
Ist, 1908, making 1,537 Queen’s Nurses on that 
date 


The total number of nurses on December 31st, 
1907, in connection with the Institute, including 
Queen's Nurses, and those in training, village 
nurses, and midwives, was 2,380. 

Of the nurses who resigned during 1907, 35 
received ‘‘ Leaving Badges,’’ having completed 
a term of at least six years’ service as Queen’s 
Nurses, and 189 were awarded certificates, having 
served not less than two years. 

The Institute appeals for funds, stating that its 
duty is to enter into the developments that arise 
from time to time in the national work that has 
been entrusted to them, and we hope that this 
appeal will result in support adequate for such a 
grand purpose 
HosPITAL 


RoyaL OPHTHALMI 


[HE experiment which is being tried at the 
Royal Ophthalmic Hospital, in the City Road, of 
co-operating with the Q.V.J.I1.N., and having 
their nurses in batches to help in the out-patient 
department and so learn the special branch of 
eye-work, has hardly yet had time to give definite 
results. Two far are now 
allowed to see to the eyes needing drops, lotions 


centres, however, so 


&c., in their own homes, thus preventing their 
having to attend at the hospital quite so often, 
and to relieve the congested condition in that 
department In time, when every centre in 
London has these’ trained eye-nurses on their 
staff, it is hoped that the plan may begin to 


justifv the large amount of extra work and trouble 
in training the nurses. With regard to the term 
‘“‘ training,’’ however, it is most carefully stated 
on the printed slip given to the nurse, after three 
months’ work, that she has been taught to do 
certain things, but must in no way consider she 
is certificated in The experience is 
slight, but enough to proper care in a 


eye-work 
insure 


branch fully-trained nurses often know very little 
ahont 














THe NursinG EXutBirTIon. 





rue nursing and midwifery exhibition to b: 
held at the Cavendish Rooms, Mortimer Street 
W., from April 28th to May Ist, promises to | 
be no 





very interesting, and arrangements art 
made for the convenience of nurses attendin: 
It is absolutely free, and tickets of admissi 
may be had by writing, enclosing stamped en\ 
lope, to the Secretary, Mr. E. Schofield, at 
Sackville Street, W from whom also inforn 


tion may be had as to rooms in hotels and boa 
ing-houses at moderate cost, and as to redu 


railway fares to London. Evening lectures ha 
been arranged on ‘‘ The Care of Childre: 
’ Cancer,’’ a The Country Midwife,”’ and “* Sa 


tation for Nurses It is hoped to make the c 
and exhibition an annual affair. 


£ a . 
ference 


CuArRING Cross HospIrat. 


He matron of Charing Cross Hospital is mu 
pleased with the outcome of the recent exami 
tions. Of the sixteen nurses who went up for th: 
final, seven gained over three-quarters of t 
necessary marks in the first class. Nurse Huds 
who gained 527 out of the possible 600, was fi: 
and Nurse Young, who gained 523, a good secon 
The result of the recent cookery exami 
tion is not yet known. No other hospitals ha 
as yet arranged to send their nurses to the Cl 
ing Cross Hospital’s excellently equipped cook 
school. One or two schools, indeed, suggest 
that their nurses could attend the classes in t] 
off-duty time and pay their own fees! 

Rucuitt HospiraLt, GLAsGow. 

A curious document, dated March 281 
reaches us from Glasgow; it is a statem: 
of complaints—or history of the trouble at Ruc 
Hospital—signed by the four resident med 
officers, who were lately dismissed as the res 
of the recent Local Government Board ing 
in that institution. It is sent by Mr. W. Murdo: 
apparently a solicitor, as he states in his coveri 
‘*On behalf of my clients I have on th 
occasions made requests to the Sub-Committes 
Hospitals that an opportunity should be giver 
them to state their case; but, having been 
fused a hearing, they are compelled to adopt t 
method of stating their positions.’’ 

The doctors, in their statement, deny that 
trouble was due to friction amongst the staff 
that the the friction was “‘ spit 
jealousy, and personal temper,’’ and state tl 
the real origin of the trouble was due to: 

a) A policy of economy which was unfort 
y pursued beyond the limits of efficiency, 

bh) To a tactless and indiscriminate manne. 
dealing with a large nursing staff. 

As the matter has been thoroughly thrashed « 
by representatives from the Local Governm: 
Board, we cannot see what further light this d 
ment throws on the matter, or how the writé 
expect through it to improve their position. M 
of the complaints are aimed at Miss Landles, 
matron, but, as we mentioned in our last iss 
it was stated by a member of the Glasgow Co 


letter, 
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that she was the only person who emerged 
credit from the inquiry. The overcrowding 
h seems not to have been denied, was not a 
er over which she would have any contre! 
rr on the side of not a common 
when it is a matter of dealing with public 


economy 1S 


y, and it is often a great difficulty to get 
ent nurses to enter for infectious work. On 
ther hand, it is comparatively easy for a 


nen to encourage friction and disunion in an 
tution. There always 
roe body ot 
inces, generally 


are some among 
who will have 
fancied or imaginary, and 
will gladly side with any opposition that is 
| to the existing authority. When matters 
to the state they seem to have reached at 
tuchill Hospital things great or small are 
contorted light, words and meanings 
irposely misunderstood, and all good work 


workers 


Il a 


irded. It is well at such times that a flocd 
ght should be let in, and public opinion 
| be brought to bear on the matters under 


We ardently hope that tn 
| Hospital, which has done such good work 


most 


past, will soon, after this difficult ana 
time, take its honoured position again in 


irsing world 


NOSE. 
lecture 

remarks 

should 


PECIAL NURSING OF THE EAR AND 


MacLEop YEARSLEY’S 
enced with a few 
aseptic precautions all 

in preparing for ear operations, the 
g and scrubbing of hands, nails, &c., right 
he wrist, then soaking in spirit, and again 
in antiseptic, with extra precautions should 

any sores or cracks on the hands. In 
with dirty mastoids, this must be par- 
y remembered. After the minor operation 


recent 
general on 


hurses 


lypi, the meatus should be packed with 
for twenty-four hours. When removing 
soak it first in peroxide of hydrogen, as 


to be ve ry paintul, and the peroxide also 
y bleeding likely to occur. As a rule 
ises are not re -plugged, but must be dried 
y after syringing and douching be- 
weeding to instillation, the latter opera- 
ng the insertion of strong spirit dropped 
nto the 
neision of ty mpanic membrane, the gauze 
illy removed in twenty-four hours, 
newed two or three times. The incision 
sult from a noise or a blow on the ear, or 
nstrument inadvertently, such as a hair- 
or the former, rupture of drum head, do 
to inner meatus, it is best left alone; 
plug the outer meatus with wool. If the 
sults from a dirty instrument the ear 
carefully cleansed. 
r-treatment of boils usually 
ing, but if done only for twelve hours 
le idea of treatment is to prevent re- 
and to insure this the ear must be most 


fully 


ear. 


and 


requires 


cleansed, and everything got out. 
with perchloride 1-1000, and _ instil 
rit once or twice a day The treatment 














carried out for at least a week after 


should be 
the boils have entirely gone 


After operation, outstanding ears heal readily 
in about three days under the ordinary treatment 


of wounds, and the packing of meatus need not 
be changed for forty-eight hours, or even thre 
days 

After ossiculectomy the meatus should be 


packed very tightly and left for twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours. Patients need be kept in bed 
for twenty-lour hours Ke pack taking care to 
carry dressing to the very bottom. . Should there 
be much pain, dry heat or le ches Thay be applied 
For exostoses or removals of bony growth, done 
in the old-fashioned way through the meatus, pack 
for forty-eight hours, and then repack for from 
one to three weeks. Cyanide, not iodoform gauze, 
must be the latter promotes granula- 
tion. The dressing after simple mastoid opera- 
tion of the ear is removed in lorty eight hours, or 
sometimes left for three or If at all 
septic it is removed in twenty-four hours. It is 
packed into the wound behind the ear, and soaked 
out, syringed and douched. 


used, as 


four days 


The packing is ol 


iodoform gauze and iodoform emulsion, and 
should be carried lightly and loosely to th 
bottom of the ear It is done from one to three 


weeks constantly \ look-out must be kept after 
all mastoid operations for pain, headache, rigor, 
and of temperature, all of constitute 


1 
vrave danger Signais 


whieh 


rise 


After radical mastoid operations the dressing 
may be left from three to five days. When re 


packing carry the gauze into the antrum by 
inserting it inwards, backwards, and upwards, not 


too tightly. The length of time packing is wou 
tinued rests with the surgeon, and the methods of 
dressing vary according to surgeon, some using 
a drainage or instillation. A quite new method 
advocated by Roy, of Montreal, is as follows 
After the packing is removed at end of first week, 
soaked out with peroxide of hydrogen, the cavity 
is lined with strips of gauze, in liquid 
vaseline, kept in place by plugs of wool, also 
dipped in vaseline, and changed every day. This 
method, while very pleasant for patient, is not 
suitable for hospital practice, as it 
hour to do properly 


s« vaked 


takes half an 


In preparing the galvano-cautery Schechis 
universal cautery handle is used and the 
right heat will render the tip cherry-red 


the best, and care should be 
taken that in bringing the wire along the wire- 
carrier a long end to the loop should be left. Also 
see that the wire-carrier is not sticking out in the 
back part, or there is danger of its going into the 


Krause snares are 


surgeon’s hand during manipulation In ex- 
cessive hemorrhage after nasal operation cold 
sponges should be laid on the forehead, and on 


the nose to check bleeding. If bleeding con- 
tinues plugging may be resorted to. The best 
method in protracted and obstinate hemorrhage 
however, is the insertion of a rubber bag, called 
an epistaxis bag, inserted with a probe, with a 
stop-cock through which 
until the bag is inflated 


air may 


be pumped 
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RESPIRATORS FOR USE IN 
OPERATIONS 


HE fear of infection during operations is not 
from micro-organisms given forth in the 


ordinary act of expiration, but in the act of talking. 


It has been shown by numerous observers that 
micro-organisms are not given off in the breath in 
ordinary quiet respiration; in fact, the expired air 
4 ster 

In ordinary speaking, sneezing, &c., organisms 
are pre ted from the mouth to various distances, 
which ha been proved by experiment to be 
apal loing untold injury should they fall 
7] { ‘ il 

lt therefore n the best interests of the 
patients that those in the operating room should 


wr some form of mask or mouth filter, and such 
ne as is shown in our illustrations, which is in 
daily use at the Royal 
Naval Hospital, Ply- 
mouth, is to be com- 
mended for its efficiency 
ind_ simplicity. It is 
described in a_ recent 
number of the British 
V edical Journal. 

The form of filter is a 
imple one, consisting of 
i. square of butter muslin 

vasuring 8 ft. 1 = in. 
ong each border. This 
juare is folded up like 


ordinary handkerchief 














Fic. 1 ind is sterilised with th« 
lressings. After the sur- 

Ss assistants and others in the 

r-room have sterilised their hands and 

on their operating coats, they will apply 
islin filter in this manner Unfold the 

muslin from its handkerchief form until one 


old remains that is th muslin is simply folded 
I tS area being ha ved Grasp the fc lded 
ds vith both hands and fling the muslin over 
th head, bring the centre of the folded edge 
lown to the centre of the forehead just 

the eve brows pass the folded edges behind 
both ears, ex- 
posing the 
free ends 
down over 
the shoulders 
on to the front 
of the chest. 
(See Fig. 1.) 
Now strip (on 
bot h sides) 
the anterior 
edge from the 
posterior edge 
up to the level 
of the lobe of 
the ear. (This 
stripping is 
FIG. 2. shown in Fig. 














1 on the left 
shoulder, 
whilst the fold 
on the right 
has not yet 
been touched.) 
Now bring the 
posterior tree 
edge across the 
face at the level 
of the bridge of 
the nose, (See 
Fig. 2.) Like- 
wise the re- 
maining pos- 
terior free edge 
across the nose FIG. 3. 
tucking the 

end in, about midway between the 
canthus of the eye and the external aud 
canal. Now pull up the collar of the steril 
coat round the muslin. (See Fig. 3.) Wit 
little practice it is easy to bring over the m 
and nose a doubled edge, making in all four f 
of muslin through which the expired air ma 
filtered. 





PURIN BODIES 


T is only a year or two ago that some adva 

thinkers began to argue that the 
of gout lay in the purins, and that the 
gout could be brought about by the administ: 
of purin-free foods. The term purin, it 
be noted, is applied to compounds consistn 
‘arbon and nitrogen in the proportion of fi 
five. They exist in the human body in th 
amongst others of uric acid, and as comp 
with albumin in that of nucleic acid, whil 
common foods, especially meat and meat ext 
and such things as sweetbread and liver, con 
them in large quantities. In this instance, 
ever, vegetarians can claim no superiority ov: 


carnivorous, for purins are found, too, in | 
lentils, and oatmeal. The idea was, and 
deed still is amongst some people, that ther 
some certain constitutions which, though 
capable of dealing with the purins naturally 
sent in their tissues, can not tackle any f 
quantity. Hence, if they attempt the task 
purins accumulate in their system in the 
of uric acid, and the symptoms associated 
gout make their appearance. Chalmers-Wats 
however, an observer of established repute ii 
nection with the chemistry of nutrition, | 
cently stated his conviction that purin-fré 
have really no therapeutic use whatever, and 
those are right who hold that purins are nm 
‘cause of gout, their existence in the body 
quantity being merely a proof that some 
whose function it is to produce a ferment ca] 


of completing the metabolism of uric acid and ot! 


purin bodies, is not acting properly. It is t 
hoped, therefore, that the term ‘“‘ purin-free fo 
will shortly disappear. and that we shall thus 
spared the necessity of remembering its meat 
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IRISH NURSES’ ASSOCIATIONS 


z| 


‘HE most striking feature in the nursing life 
of Dublin, and indeed all lreland, is the 
| of real unity between the various members 
le llursing prolession. In Dublin itself this 
ost noticeable, owing probably to the num- 
I hospitals, all Tairly close together. Un- 
edly the Matrons’ Association, started by 
Huxley and Miss Hampson in 1903, has 
much to promote cordiality and goodwill. 
\ssociation is not a mere name; it is a live 
very real thing. There are some twenty- 
members now, whereas in 1905 there were 
nineteen, and new members are enrolled con- 
ly. The object of the Association was to 
a body for the discussion of subjects of in- 
to the nursing world, and to work for a 
rm system of education and training for 
s. Here it is that the keynote of the essen- 
fference between the Irish Matrons’ Associa- 
nd the Irish Nurses’ Association is sounded 
is, perhaps, a little danger of confusing the 
odies, since the meetings usually take place 
same club, and the report is shared. In- 
so strongly did Miss Houghton, the hon. 
ary, feel the importance of differentiating 
n the two associations that there has been 
tly some talk of separating the reports and 
the meetings in a different place. 
y important things have been helped for- 
by this body of united matrons. In 1905 
meetings were held, and the chief work of 
sociation for that year was the final arrange- 
with the Incorporated Society of Trained 
ises to hold their examination in Dublin in 
Miss Huxley represented the Association 
deputation to the Board of Trade, held in 
1905, to enter an objection on behalf of 
sociation to the granting of a licence to the 
for Promoting the Higher Education and 
g of Nurses. A special meeting was con- 
to draw up a scheme for nursing a work- 
I firmary of about 600 beds The question 
C.M.B. making Dublin an examining centre 
ime up before the Association, but, since the 
ty hospitals took the matter into their own 
no definite action was taken by the I.M.A 
irious to notice that even now in 1908 this 
is still in abeyance, and it seems a very 
ty that nurses trained at the Rotunda have 
to England for their C.M.B. certificate. 
Edward VII.’s Coronation Fund has at 
times been discussed, with a view to mak- 
more popular and available to a larger 
Nurses, on the whole, do not take kindly 
scheme, which, although progressing 
does not get anything like universal 
t. It will be seen from this brief review 
I.M.A. that good work has been accom- 
by its efforts. 
two societies. the Irish Nurses’ Associa- 
as it was called then, the Nurses’ Club, 
oldest, having been inaugurated in 1900. 
jects of the club were to provide a meeting- 
r nurses: to bring all the branches of the 








profession into touch; and to provide a reading- 
room supplied with nursing books and periodicals 
Later came a library, lectures, discussions, and 
amusements. In 1904 the present at 86 
Lower Leeson Street, Dublin, were taken, and 
the name ‘‘ Club was altered to Association 
These rooms are very pretty and home-like, and 
Miss Cherry, the present secretary of the Associa 
tion, does all in her power to make the nurses 
happy and comfortable. The matrons in Dublin 
take a keen and lively interest in this Associa 
tion, and have by various gifts helped to promote 
its comfort and efficiency. The membership fee is 
5s. per annum, and country members and tem- 
porary members 2s. 6d. All probationers’ 
are 2s. 6d. only There can be no doubt that this 
Association has been an incalculable boon to Lrish 
nurses. Not only has it brought them together, 
but has formed a basis from which nurses in a 
body may work and be kept informed of matters 
vitally affecting their profession. Moreover, ex 
cellent lectures have from time to time been given 
and garden-parties and ‘‘ At Homes”’ arranged 
during summer months, which have been a relaxa 
tion and pleasure to many. From the account 
given by Miss Cherry, secretary of the Association 
and owner of the Home and Co-operation, which 
has forty members, Irish nurses need a centre 
very badly. They do not, as a rule, earn nearly 
such good fees as nurses in England, the average 
that any Irish nurse makes yearly being from £40 
to £70. There is accommodation for twenty 
nurses at the club, and board and lodging may be 
had from 12s. 6d. upwards. This very 
little indeed for such comfortable but 
earning so little they cannot be expected to pay 
more. Miss Cherry considers that nurses perhaps 
regard King Edward’s Coronation Fund rather 
as a charity, and that is why it is not more 
popular. 

Quite recently a new branch of the Association 
has opened club-rooms in Belfast, and from this 
centre lectures and amusements have been 
arranged. Miss Workman is the secretary at this 
branch, and, although not a nurse, she takes the 
keenest interest in nurses 


rooms 


fees 


sounds 
quarters 





A DISTRICT EXPERIENCE 


DISTRICT nurse is wont to win fame in her 

own special district as a general rule, but 
the following incident, related by a member of 
the Guild of St. Barnabas, in its journal 
Misericordia, shows what an enormous influence 
the tactful nurse has among the patient's rela- 
tives. 

There is sometimes, she says, a great difficulty 
in getting at the real truth of things amongst dis- 
trict patients: one never knows what happens 
when one is away. Once I was quite bothered 
about a patient whose temperature suddenly went 
up without any apparent cause, and it took a 
good deal of beating about the bush to discover 
the reason. 

** What have you been eating?’’ I asked 
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Nurse—soup 
and 1 
H itt ( I yas next 
yur 
Of not, Nurs when you told me s 
parti r not t 
Ha een bothering y 
No, | his litt heart, as good as gold all 
’ ont 
H n | g a lot of visitors 
Not 
We i | fesperatio! uu must 
har bee! th vour husband I can't 
thir f ! t 
\\ , Nurse, he is that aggravat 
ing ma her she gave the bedclothes a 
‘ is thumy und I says to hin 
\} { | e aggravatil man, 1s 
it; neve a ipset yourself, I'll talk 
to hir Fortunate! he was just outside the 
lo i | ent out 
; Ml ! N irse he said civilly 
(700d morning Mr Hamilton, I replied. 
1 am rry to tell you that your wife is not 
quite so well to-day as she as yesterday. I’m 


she’s been worried a littl 


Important just now 


alralk 


and it's very 


over something, 
that she should 


be as quiet as possible, and have nothing to 
bother her at all I'm glad I have seen you, as 
I want you to promise me that you'll be with 
he? j s f as mucl is possible keep people 
away trol tanding t ind talking in her 
roon vait upon her all 1 can, you've more 
time tha t good ma husbands, and don’t mind 
if your own dinner is! quite as nice as it will 


be when she gets up to look after you herself. 


You look after her now, and baby too, and she'll 
get well all the quicker.’’ 

He promised “* faithful’’ to do everything I 
asked him; and next morning, when I went in, 


irsing the baby, and 
ready and clean 


ph as I 


the fire 1 


was beautifully 


he was sitting by 
every 
riun took 
Bett 
Much better 


! rsil would make a el 


he asked anxiously. 
[ replied, ‘‘ I knew your good 
\ ! ange !’’ and as he went 
rather sheepishly out of the room the wife said 
laughing, ‘‘ Whatever did you say to him, Nurse? 
He's been like a lamb ever you left !’’ 
‘Oh! I only tried a little bit of flattery,’’ I 
replied; ‘‘ most men are open to it.’’ 
[ found that my reputation in that particular 
tre is ver improved by this little inci 
dent ‘*Oh! Nurse was that clever,’’ said the 
uts that little glass thing in your 
lls her everythink, you can’t keep 
even found out when Mrs 


er this morni 


since 


gOSSIps, "" sine | 
mouth, and it t 
nothink from her; 


she 


Hamilton had been having words with her hus- 
band, and she told him of it too, and he was a 
lifferent creature till she was well again 





apse of time can lessen 
who are thoroughly per- 
Ronert SovrHey 


tance of piace « 
f those 
other’s worth 


rendship ¢ 


led of eacl 














INTERESTING VISITS 
ue Roya Aubert EpWwarp INFIRMARY, Wi6s 
“7° HE hospital, named after the present Ki 
who opened it in 1873, is pleasantly situat 
n its own grounds well outside the town Ss 
it Was first Dullt seve ral hew \s nes nave { 
vided, and the main building has been connect 
With the nutsing home DY means ¢ [a glass cx 
dor, in the ntre of which there is a large do 


fitted up with lounges and chairs, which furnis! 
a very ple asant resting-place for the convales« 
omen patie ts 


There are tennis and croquet lawns provided 


tl nursing staff, and extensive grounds fo 
patients who are able to be out of doors 
Situated as it is in the very centre of an 


listrict, the Royal Infirmary 
in accident work 


prov ides exce! 
] 


experience Owing to the la 


district that it serves, a day seldom passes w 
out some infortunate collier being admitted 
the wards. The pit cases are of a varied nat 
the injuries frequently being very severe. 


The hospital contains a ward for ophthal 


patients, who are under the care of an 
specialist The nurses are fortunate in being 
to obtain experience in this branch of the we 


for nurses ar not always enabled to have t 
included in their general training should the t 
possess special hospitals. 

The hospital contains 148 beds this t 
36 are for women and 32 children’s cots. 

The isolation block is quite separate fron 
main building, and has two wards of four bs 
with accommodation for the nurses in charge 
are not admitted, but if such 
velop in the wards, they are transferred to 
isolation block. The infirmary has a large 
patient department, which, together with a f 
lectrical under a 
charge. Each nurse gains experience here du 
her third veal The theatre is of modern des 
and its equipment is thoroughly up-to-date 

The staff under the direction of 
matron consists of an assistant matron, 1 
sister, theatre sister, seven ward sisters, a sist 
for light department and out-patients’, and tl 


Of 


fectious cases 


equipped room, is sister 


nursing 


two nurses and probationers 
The training is for three and there are 
attended and examination 
be passed before a ean gain her certific 
Each nurse is required to do three months’ 1 
duty during the year, and the matron also arrat 
when possible to send third-year nurses for a 
to the head kitchen, there to gain experien 
sick cookery With regard to off-duty hours 
night each month and three hours 
is allowed for the night staff The day I 
have two hours off duty daily and one whol 
a month The sisters have one month’s a1 
holiday, nurses three weeks, and probationers 1 
The Royal Infirmary provides a splendid 
round training, and the nurse who finally 
her certificate has the satisfaction of knowing 
it ranks amongst the best of the provincial 


years, 
usual lectures to be 
nurse 


whe le 





ing schools of the North of England. M. H 














THEATRE 


iHt 


TENNIS COURT 


A CORNER OF 


tHE NURSES’ 


WARD, 


$s 


Yo 


wn 
= 
b 
O 
Z 
D 
ed 
~ 
Zz 
a 
1 
b 





A CORNER OF THE MALE EYE WARD. 
OF THE CHILDREN 


PET 


HE 














THE NURSING 


TIMES 





APRIL 4, 1908. 








ITALIAN HOME 
* GIRL-MOTHERS ” 


FOR 


By M. A. Turron. 

N ling in Tue Nursinc Times several 
(). imbers of articles on the nursing of un- 
nar | mothers, it struck me that a brief account 
f a private Italian effort at meeting this diff 

tion might be of interest 
The « ‘+ aimed at by the Committee of 
idies, Ww started the Asilo Materno in Rome 
{ r ac was to give shelter to girls 
ho had fallen for the first time, and by raising 
morally, to prevent, or diminish danger of 


rhe committee started with the conviction that 
} } to 


the best way to secure this rehabilitation was 


uid t n fulfilling their duty to their babies, 
, ! < th too treq nt crime of 
' j } t ¢ < y h] tha in 
i l i en aS possibi¢ the minor 
» f abandoning the poor babies to the mercy 


With these points in view the rule was made, 


nd strictl pt, tl it only girl-mothers can be 
iccepted no case of a second fall, however 
pitiabl in ever be received. The first time a 
rl n not | f realised the sin, and there 


> st cond time there 


excuse of ignorance, and receiving her 

might be interpreted as condonation of the in- 
ntional repetition of sin 

rhe direction of the little institution was con- 


fided t 
er of Charity 
fitted for 
tion to succeed 


The Sister 


» a doctor (specialist in obstetrics), and to 
each in their way peculiarly 
the work, and full of steady determina- 
in it 
aided by the lady patronesses, has 
ained the confidence of the young mothers by 
onstant, patient, and hopeful kindness. To- 
vether they have endeavoured to strengthen the 
oral instinct by developing the maternal one, 
neouraging the mothers to acknowledge, and, 
henever possible, support their babies, finding 
1em places so that they could earn sufficiently to 
pay for a ‘‘ baliatica,’’ or paying expenses of 
marriage certificates whenever the father con- 
sented to repair the evil. 

To this latter most desirable end the Direttore 
has largely contributed, using his influence when- 
ever the father could be reached and was free 
to marry 

In 1905 the eases admitted were :—Age 12 to 


Sist 


14, 3; age 14 to 18, 36; age 21 to 25, 70; age 25 
to 30, 38: age 30 to 38. 18 Of these fifty-five 
ave acknowledged their babies, and seventeen 
have been married. 


Six babies only have died, and not one mother. 

The girls are taken in as long before the birth 
as is considered necessary. Those who are able 
to work to within a week or ten days are not 
admitted sooner, as to enable the twenty to 
ls to benefit as many mothers as possible 
within the year. But any girl not able to work, 
or ill-treated at home, is received even quite 
early in pregnancy. All are kept afterwards 
until fit to return to work, or until a home be 
found 


SO 


thirty he 











The day I last went over the Institution 
saw a young girl of fifteen, nursing a magnific 
feur-month-old baby, and preparing for marr 
with the father, a youth of seventeen 
Home had ke pt wu other and baby thes« 
months, as her parents had refused to tak« 
and his mother had consented to receive brid« 
babs 
owing to the youth of both parties special 
missions had first to be obtained. 

Another case was pointed out as of inte 
a nice, serious-faced young mother of twenty 
who had fallen into such bad hands that bot! 
Direttore and the Sister urged her never to 
the man again. So the only matter to de 
how to support the child, and before his 
she had arranged to put him with a wet 
and pay for his rearing by going back to s« 
\s the child turned out to be children, th 
woman had despair, knowing th 
possibility of earning enough to pay for twi 






marriage was consecrated 


so soon as the 


been in 


not feeling it just to put one as a foundling 
bring up the other as her own. So botl 
babies were entered as ‘‘ innocenti,’’ until 

when she should earn enough to take ther 


and support them. 

The Home is open to girls of every nati 
and religion. Out of 160, eight were ‘‘ foreig: 
but only one of these was English. Som: 
nursery governesses, others simple bonn: 
fant. Four were Protestant, two Catl 
Jewesses Each was allowed perfect 1 
freedom, a pasteur coming to baptise the | 
tant babies, a rabbi, strangely enough, 
to circumcise a Jewish male child. 

The whole work of the Home is carried « 
the girls themselves, under the surveilla: 
three Sisters of Charity. They are put in t 
clean, cook, or wait on those companions w! 
in bed. One Sister has charge of the | 
another of the sewing room, where the gi! 
work at orders from outside, the profits of 
are divided among themselves. The Head 
is an all-pervading element of 
charity; and to her is supremely due th« 
phere of peace and goodwill which reigns 
Asilo Materno. 

The technical part is confided to a certit 
midwife, who also seems possessed of the 
sary moral vocation and enthusiasm for her work 
whilst over all presides the Direttore, securi! 
acme of economy with the maximum of tech: 
success. He will tell you that he has never 
a mother, but does not possess a cranio! 
forceps. 

The problem regarding our duty to our 
fortunate ‘‘ sisters is surely solved to a gr 
tent in this little Institution. The unn 
women are not placed on the same level w 
married, their sin is not condoned; but the s 
is pitied, and sensible but kindly means em] 
to prevent repetition. t 


goodness 


They are taught tl 
accepting the duties of motherhood they 
largely redeem the past, saving the poor ! 8 
from the sad fate of being foundlings, / ! 
nessuno, though they may not often remo 
stigma of their being fatherless. 
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THE INFANTILE MORTALITY 


CONFERENCE 
PEAKING of the almost general practice among the 
vorking of insuring for burial, Miss Boileau 
cefield) said at the Infantile Mortality Conference : 
remotest Vfllage of the kingdom there will be 
agency for gathering pennies week by week to insure 
ent burial at some unknown date; but for birth no 


l 
classes 


the 


provision is made—birth with its known date, its 
expenses, and, if good nourishment and _ skilled 
tion are not available, its known grave dangers. 


believed that these conditions would be largely im 


1 by the widespread establishment of maternity 
lent societies, such as were now coming forward 
the attractive name of ‘‘The Babies’ Welcome.” 


Hope, Liverpool, read a paper on ‘Infant Mortality 
ted by the Habits of the Parents,’’ in which he said 
ne of the most important factors was undoubtedly 
mount of intelligence the mother possessed. **'The 
» of a drunken mother is_ practically another 
en person,’’ was quoted by Mr. Stanley Atkinson, 
J.P., whose subject was *‘The Care of Children 
ted by Drunken Parents.’’ It could be noted, he 
that at birth fine children were incidental to simple 
ty; puny infants, whom frequently the drunken 
r could not properly nurse, were the result of alco- 
intemperance. Persons guilty of gross neglect and 
y were comparatively few in number, and a little 
» and drastic action in the case of a few hundred 
yusly drunken and neglectful parents would raise 
wal social ideal as to the management of infants. 
the means for protecting babies he advocated that 
ible and attractive amusement must be made 
ble for hard-worked mothers; more practical results 
| be aimed at by leaders of women’s meetings and 
lubs; the method of feeding should be included 
certificate of death of all children who die under 
ear, and the age at which the child was weaned; 
hildren should be prohibited from entering public- 
Dr. Eric Pritchard read a paper on ‘The Re- 

mn and Control of the Manufacture and Sale of Foods 
Drugs for Infants.”” The unrestricted use of pro- 
iry foods among the middle and upper classes, he 
and that of soothing syrups and teething powders 
the poor was another important factor to be dealt 
in the high mortality problem. In this country 
opinion was fashioned by a financially interested 
In America and Australia the public had, by re- 
legislation, means of protecting themselves from the 
f the secret remedy and patent food manufacturer. 
ublic sale of secret remedies was forbidden through- 


Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 
nd, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland. We were 
ly European country exposed to such risks. Certain 


medicines in Great Britain were forbidden entry 
rench ports because they constituted a danger to 
health; others had been withdrawn from sale in 
nited States, which was the home of quackery until 
regulations were brought in, but they were still 
ile in this country. We had an excellent Act for 
protection of cattle in the Fertilisers and Feeding 
Act, but no such protection was accorded to babies. 
ifant deaths due to the use of these patent remedies 
ry high, but the expectant mother who relieved the 
ms incidental to her condition by the use of certain 
drugs, or kept up her strength by proprietary 
nes, of which the important constituent was alcohol, 
mtributed her quota to the influences that raised 
nfant mortality. Speaking of the proprietary infants’ 
ind their excessive cost, he said few of them had 
lvantage over ordinary bread jelly, which could 
le quite inexpensively at home, while sugar, white 
and cream could be easily combined. in such a 

s to suit the requirements of most sick children 
uuld not digest ordinary cow’s milk. The official 
of the proceedings of this conference, price 1s. 6d., 
ing the text of the papers read and the full dis- 
s, as well as the presidential address, will be 


ed by Messrs. P. S. King and Son, Orchard House, 
Smith Street, Westminster, and will form a valuable 





PADDINGTON AND MARYLEBONE 
DISTRICT NURSING 


T is a curious fact that whilst almost every thinking 

and philanthropic person is entirely in sympathy with 
the movement known as district nursing or nursing the 
sick poor in their own homes, enormous individual effort 
has to be expended on the gathering in of funds for 
maintenance of each district centre. Over and over again 
the same story is he ard of a decrease in subscriptions 


and funds, as was told at the annual meeting of the 
above association on March 25th at 1 Devonshire Place 
by kind permission of Mr: Shore Nightingale. Last yea: 


this same meeting was held at the headquarters of the 
association, 4 Randolph Road, Maida Vale, and barely 
twenty people were present On Wednesday last, how 
ever, there was a crowded gathering to hear the many 
excellent speeches advocating a warmer interest being 
taken by the residents of two such rich boroughs in 
the nursing of their own poor. Henry Bonham-Carter, 
Esq. (treasurer), was in the chair. In moving the adop 
tion of the report, Mrs. Scharlieb, M.D., made an eloquent 


and convincing appeal for the proper maintenance of 
so ‘‘public-spirited a body as our district nurses,” which 
was supported by clergymen, doctors, guardians, and 
others. Among the points brought forward by these 


speakers were the educative quality of the work among 
the poor and the indispensable aid to hospitals and in- 
firmaries in enabling cases that would otherwise have 
be admitted being nursed at home. Lady Alderson, in 
proposing the re-election of council and executive com 
mittee, spoke most glowingly and warmly of the fear- 
lessness and courage displayed by district nurses in the 
course of their everyday work. It was noticeable how 
intensely amused the little band of nurses present looked 


to 


whilst their high courage, brave endurance, steadfast 
patience, and sublime tact were being eulogised. A 


cordial vote of thanks was passed to Miss Marsters and 
all the nurses at the conclusion of the meeting; also to 
Mrs. Shore Nightingale for so kindly throwing open her 
drawing-room. A large painting of Miss Florence Night 


ingale received much attention and admiration. The 
charity is very badly in want of funds at the present 


moment. 





KENT COUNTY NURSING 
ASSOCIATION 

HE subscribers to the above association could view 

with satisfaction the result of their new venture, said 
the chairman, Sir William Hart Dyke, Bart., at the 
annual meeting; there had been a few difficulties, for 
they had started neither with a free hand nor on new 
ground, but as a proof of the splendid sympathy with 
their aim they had had no difficulties with existing asso 
ciations. However, their subscription list was not suffi 
cent for any development, and they wished to cover the 
whole county, until every country village and scattered 
hamlet could enjoy the comfort and security of a trained 
nurse. During the short time they had been at work 
they had secured the affiliation of ten existing associations, 
and five new ones were being started which would also 
be affiliated. They also had the co-operation of the Kent 
County Council and the County Education Committee, 
and from the County Council they had received a grant 
to train eight midwives. 

‘he hon. secretary spoke of the excellent work done 
by Miss Jacobs, the superintendent, and was grateful to 
the Queen’s Institute for having sent her and other of 
their nurses. 

Viscount Goschen, as a resident of Kent, and as chair 
man of the Queen’s Institute, heartily congratulated the 
association on the great strides it had made. It was a 
young association, but a very precocious one Miss 
Jacobs had been trained at the Institute, and they knew 
there the good work she had done elsewhere, and the zeal 
and energy she put into all. Miss Amy Hughes alsu 
praised the work, and said the association had wisely 
gathered from the experience of others, and then worked 
with tact. 
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IRISH NURSES’ ASSOCIATION 














[ the recent annual meeting of the Irish Nurses’ 
A \ wiation, Mrs. Kildare Treacy, the out-going presi 
dent, said We may conclude that our Irish Nurses 
Asso n firmly fixed upon ground favourable to its 
growtl nd has afforded ample reason r its existence 
as a centre for union and discussion, for educational 
purpos ind for the protection and ice of nursing 
interest We recognise almost daily how necessary it 
is to ha ich organisation and machinery at our dis 
posal in tl lays, when nursing politics are pressing 
and the eate number of such questi as arise must 
be dealt t! t once Mrs. Treacy then spoke of the 
r ipl hov by the members of the lectures 
gi t yughout the year Dy various medical practi- 
t f the valuable services rendered by Miss 


lone 
Haughton in nnection with the massage section; of the 


lelightful entertainments given during the summer to the 
, 


nembers by the following kind hostesses Miss Kelly, 
Mis Huxley, Miss Haughton, Mrs. Manning, Miss 
Hughes Miss Agnew, Miss Ramsden, and the members 
f th ng staff at the Rotunda Hospital 


Mrs lreacy spoke of the loss to the Association sus 

ined by the resignation of Miss Hampson, who had 
been connected with it from its inception. Another social 
gap had been felt in the departure of Miss Agnew, who 
had gone to join her family in San Francisco. At the 
onclusion of the address, Miss Ramsden, as new presi 
lent, took the chair amid loud applause. She made a 
short speech, in which she mentioned that she had lately 
heard from Miss Agnew, who has been appointed matron 
f a large hospital for incurables in San Francisco, built 
ym the site of one which was destroyed in the terrible 
earthquake of April, 1906. Miss Lamont, General In- 
pector for Ireland of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Institute, 
was then declared vice-president, and six nurses were 
ted to serve on the executive council—Sister Chad- 
ick, Rotunda Hospital; Miss Thomas, St. Patrick’s 
Home (Q.V.J.I.); Sister Jardine, the Richmond Hos- 
pital; Sister Hutchinson, Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital; 
Sister Thornton, Elpis; and Nurse Cahill, City of Dublin 
Nursing Institute. F 











DUBLIN NURSES AND THE SUFFRAGE 
MI R. T. J. HASLAM, who is well known in Dublin 
1 is an advocate for women’s suffrage, read an interest 


ing paper before the Irish Nurses’ Association on Satur- 
day evening last He stated that the question was first 
raised in 1866, when a petition on behalf of women’s suf 
frage was presented to the House of Commons by John 
Stuart Mill 1 endorsed by eighty members. Since 
then there had en slight concessions, such as muni ipal 
ge for women, the Married Woman's Property Act, 
the Poor Law Guardians Act, &c., but the present Prime 
Minister was the first to show any cordial sympathy with 
He then took several of the objec tions that 





sulflra 


wa 
the movement 


ire constantly being raised against Parliamentary votes 
for women, and proceeded to answer them one by one, 
’ rding to his view of the case 


The objection that ‘‘ women have no political rights 


because they are not soldiers, sailors, or policemen 
Argument Neither are all male members of Parliament 
r voter If this objection holds good, only about nine 
tenths of the men in the United Kingdom have a right 

V 

2. The Scriptural objection, ‘‘ St. Paul said that women 
hould submit to their husbands.’ Argument :—The 
Ww n of that day were not educated like those of the 
present time. A man and his wife may have different 
politics, but this need not cause a quarrel. Where there 


the proper spirit of give and take between husband and 


3. ‘* Women of the United Kingdom are not intelligent 

whom to vote for.” Argument Then 

with municipal votes? The candidates 

elections are often men who are very little 

<nown. The characters of men who wish to get into 

on the other hand, always well discussed 
in the newspapers bef< rehand 

4. ‘**Women are either too conservative and would 

] revolutionary and would rush 


enough to know 


+ 


ppose reforn r else tor 









at relorn 


vote just like men do. 


) Women are too emotional Argument Vot 
s qui work; there 1s no time for emotion 
¢ Women would interrupt meetings like Mrs. Par 


hurst and her followers Argument All womer 
Meetings are often interrupted by men, 
take far rougher measures than women ever do vet 








mer ire not considered unfit to have a vote becauss 
the action of the few 

7 Women are too delicate Argument rhis is 
nsincere objection. So long as women are not cons 
too delicate to work hard for starvation wages they sh 
not be onsidered too delicate to be allowed to vote 

8 Women are more numerous than men; they 
swamp constituencies and reduce men to slavery \ 
ment :-—This objection is only raised because men d 


retributionary chastisement. But they need not 
Women only wish to help men in passing reforms 

9. ‘*Most women do not desire a vote; why shou 
be thrust on them?” Argument :—They need not us 
unless they wish; why should the vote be denied t 
because some do not wish for it? Many who do not 
ibout it now will probably use it when it comes, 

10. ‘Once women get a taste for voting they wl 
stop until they get into Parliament.” Argument : 
should they not get into Parliament’? At present 
have no bond that any candidate will keep his promis: 
properly represent their cause. A woman candidate w 
be the best judge of what was wanted by women. 

11. ‘‘Women would lose their present influence if 
could vote.” Argument :—The working man did not 
his influence when Labour members were returned to | 





\\ 


liament. 

12. ‘* Justice and courtesy do not go hand in har 
Argument No man but a cad would fail in courtes 
women because they were voters. 

13. ‘‘ Women’s proper place is the fireside; they w 
lose too much time in going to vote.” Argument 
have to leave their work to go to the poll; why 
women also? 

14. ‘‘Women have no real grievance.” Argument 
Have they not? Women are put lower than convicts, 
are allowed to vote. Women are expected to obey 
of which they have had no hand in the making an 
which they often do not approve. 

Mr. Haslam then said: ‘‘ Women who honour thei: 
will make a stand to prevent being put on a lower 
than the insane or convicts.” 


» 





LADY MINTO’S INDIAN NURSING 

ASSOCIATION PROVIDENT FUND 

N arrangement has been made for the benefit of 
fANursing Sisters belonging to Lady Minto’s In 
Nursing Association, by which all lady superintend: 
und nursing sisters must join the Provident Fund uw 
they belong to any other similar institution, and 
pay either Rs.5 (6s. 8d.) or Rs.10 (13s. 4d.) to the Pr 
dent Fund. This money will be returned to them in 
it the termination of their agreement, with the additi 
50 per cent. added to their payments from the fund 
the Nursing Association. 

In the event of a subscriber leaving before the ter! 
tion of the period of her agreement, the sum _ shi 
paid will be returned to her without this addition; 
if the subscriber should die during her term of serv 
the whole amount standing to her credit with the 5 
cent. addition will be paid according to the provis 
of her will or to her next of kin. Temporary adv 
may be made by the Central Committee in case of 
tracted illness, or in circumstances which rend 
temporary return home imperative. 

There is, however, one point we must criticise. We 
that it is open to the Central Committee to withhold 
additional contributions to the subscriber’s payments 
the event of her services being terminated under 
circumstances (¢.g., misconduct on the part of a 
scriber) as, in the opinion of the Central Comn 
justify the adoption of such a course.’’ But in su 
case it is stated that any interest earned by the mo: 
standing at the credit of the fund may be invested 





Argument In most cases women woul 
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The 





“Lancet ’”’ 


on Cocoa. 





Of test 


proved to be 


2. It is the 





the best ; because-— 


most 
consequently the most economical in use, 


cocoas bought in the open market, Van Houten’s 


1. It is the most finely sub-divided, leaving no sediment 
in the cup. 


soluble and_ perfectly miscible, 


3. It is the most readily digested in the gastric juices. 


4. It contains the maximum proportion of the proximate 
principles of food. 


These facts, elicited by unabiassed scientific investigation (vide 


“Lancet,” Jan. 7th and Feb. 4th, 1905) place Van [louten’s Cocoa 
in the front rank of modern dieteiic preparations 


Van Houten’s Cocoa. 

















THE BEST FOR THE LEAST MONEY. 

The 
Clinical 

Thermometer. 


The Thermometer that 
ean be relied upon 



















1/6 








to give entire 
satisfaction. Poser Fuzz. 
2 Minute, The “Nurse” Clinieal 
Thermometer is manu- 
factured in England. 
The tubes are of the finest 
Ss Jena Glass, fully matured 


before graduation. There is 
me Clinieal Thermometer mere 
reliable than a “‘ Nurse.” 


LEWIS & BURROWS, Ltd., 


Dispensing Chemists, LONDON. 
Heap Orricns: 

22 & 24, CREAT PORTLAND 8T., W. 
Sonercat Darérs: 

@, Baker Street, W.; 128, BMarl’s Oourt 

Road, 85.W.; 274, Seven Sisters Road, N. 





Books for Nurses. 
GIRLHOOD & WIFEHOOD. 


By a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, London. 
BOUND IN CLOTH. 300 PAGES. PRICE HALF-A-CROWN. 
IMPORTANT CHAPTERS ON 


Woman's Health: Its Management. Practical Treat 
ment of Complaints Incidental to Girlhood and Wifehood. 
With Special Articles addressed to a Young Wife, &c. 


THE ADVICE GIVEN IS INVALUABLE, 
“We have received a « ypy of GIRLHOOD AND WIreHoop 
which is a book of counsel and advice to girls and ing 
matroens, the author being a well-knuwn surgeon It is, above 
ull things, practical, and the information it contains is most 

valuable and up-to-date earth and Ho 
* This excellent work contains just what every wife should 
know, but certainly no wife can afford to know less H 
Sent post paid on veceipt of 2s. Od, 


HEALTH FOR CHILDREN. 
A Guide to their Management from Infancy to Youth. 
By T. E. SAUNT, M.R.C.S. 

BOUND IN CLOTH. PRICE HALF-A CROWN, 


Treats and gives full directions how to deal with the 
ailments to which children are subject. 


*The advice contained in this me is extrem pract 
and so plainly stated that everyone may understand it 
Weld l ‘ 
A sensibly written book, embodying the conclusions founded 
upon extensive practical work ) df 
Dr. Saunt is very much at hom h hi 
Of all Booksellers, ov seat post } a t of 2s. 9d. 


THE CENTRAL PUBLISHING CO., 
358 , Strand, London, W.C. 



































It is well to mention “ The Nursing Tiw:s” when answering its Advertisements. 
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HOSPITALS & GENERAL CONTRACTS COMPANY, Lro. 











ASEPTIC OPERATION OUTFIT 


ON HIRE. 





COMPLI TE OUTFIT FOR AN ASEPTIC OPERATION ma 


COMPLETE. “OU TFITS 

















Tw 
7s. 6d. 


, aa oe 


3 “Trays, G ted M sone 
OPERATION TABLE f 


Tuapeetion ~ oa ee torr) ne ~ 


j Sterilis 


FOR PRIC ES OF STERILISED DRESSINGS PLEASE SEE CATALOGUE, FREE ON APPLICATION. 
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ed by the Central Committee to such purposes as may 
her the interests of the subseribers generally or other 

his is rather vague, and we consider it would 
etter and fairer that the subscribers whose money was 
ned to them before they became entitled to the 
tion should receive the ordinary rate of interest 
heir money. With this exception, we 
a most excellent arrangement for the good of the 
ng sisters 





THE LATE NURSE HEWLETT 


AVE been asked to write a few words about Nurse 
lith Hewlett, whose “passing away was recorded 
week’s issue of the Nursinc Times. She was 
friend for many years, and it is a sad duty I 
to fulfil She has been called away at the height 
trength and vigour to ‘“‘serve,’’ in a higher and 
ense, the Master she so nobly strove to follow 
began her training in 1895, in the wards of the 


Infirmary, Edinburgh, where I first knew her, and 
n testily to the utter ‘selflessness of her life 
and her entire devotion to her work Hers was 
f those nobly unselfish characters, of whom one 
little during their life, but who, when they are 
| away, leave a blank behind them not easily filled 
er her training Nurse Hewlett did private nursing 
ne year, but it was as a district nurse that she 
her life-work, first as a Queen’s Nurse at the 
Home, and later at the East London Nurs 
sociation at Wapping, and finally she joined the 
t Nurses’ Home on Lavender Hill, Battersea, 
she endeared herself to all who knew her 
I have been allowed to quote 


ly hex poor patients. 
lowing from a letter written by the Vicar of All 
Battersea Park : 

ie was, to my mind, the type of what a district 
should be—helping the helpless, teaching the 

nt, and showing the lazy how to help themselves 


nersmith 


in our minds and thoughts as one of those who 
id down their lives in the service of the sick and 
ng, a true martyr, as martyrdom is possible to-day 
life of hard work did not fit her to cope with 


n intensely acute attack of typhoid 
fter one month’s hard battle for life she passed 
nly and peacefully away with a smile on her face 


er family her loss is irreparable, butt they have the 


is developed, 


of knowing that the end came, as she herself 
have wished it, in the midst of her work. We 
er to rest on Wednesday, March 24th, in the 


hurchyard of St. Margaret’s, Addington, Kent, 


to her own home. Some of her patients—men she 
irsed bore her body from the Home on Lavender 
the church where it remained, reverently watched 


the night before the sad journey to its last resting- 
n Kent. 
nurses, all her friends, joined the silent and sor- 
little group that gathered round her grave on that 

spring day. They were laden with flowers of 
ls, many of them touching tributes from some of 
rest of her patients, who knew how she loved 
ls and fields. The grave was lined with daffodils, 
e choir boys sang the hymn she loved, ‘‘On the 


tion morning,” and the voices of the birds 
1 with the voices of her friends in a last and sad 
One WuHo Knew Her 





LECTURES TO GUY’S SISTERS 
Monday and Wednesday last lectures were given 
Dr. Eyre on every sort of new hypodermic treat- 

all the sisters in the nurses’ home. It was felt, 
ly, that whilst ward sisters have every chance of 

themselves thoroughly up-to-date, those occupying 
positions, home sister, assistant matron, 
ster, might easily get a little rusty with regard to 
serum treatments, tuberculin, the opsonic index, 
1 that such occasional lectures to sisters would 


such as 


i 


consider the 








NEWs ITEMS 

terrible loss of infant life through burn 
ing in Liverpooi, the Health Committee are providin 
people with fireguards, and in aid of this laudable object 
Mrs. ( layton has given £250, and Mrs. W hitley Lol 


In view of the 
poor 


THe nursing exhibit in the Women’s Section of the 
Franco-British Exhibition is, as we already stated, te be 
under the direction of Mr. Sydney Holland rhere is to 
be a miniature hospital with demonstrations by real 
nurses 

SOME of who are working for the State rm 
tion of nurses have approached Lord Balfour of Burleigh 
and stated their objections to the “ Official Directory of 
Nurses Bill,” which he introduced into the House of 
Lords recently, and he has postpone the 
second reading till after the 


those vistra 


consented to 
Easter recess 
Miss Ista Stewart, .the matron of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, is at present on leave of owing to ill 
health; it has been rumoured that she will not be able 
to resume her duties, but we learn that her health is 
already much improved, and that she has every hope of 
taking up work again in the few weeks 


absence 


course of a 


Ir has been fonnd necessary to provide increased 
accommodation at the nurses’ home attached to the Royal 
Alexandra Infirmary, Paisley, and a new hall, 
three public rooms, seven double and twenty-one single 
bedrooms, will be built, thus practically doubling the 
present capacity of the home. 

Miss Amy Huaues attended the annual meeting of the 
Liverpool Q.V.D.N.A., and in seconding the adoption of 
the report, she gave a brief résumé of the district nurs 
ing work throughout the country. Liverpool is practi 
ally the parent of all district nursing, and employs at 
the present time five matrons and fifty-two nurses in this 
society alone. The school nurses have been kept very 
busy, and this side of the work is developing speedily 


recreation 


A FuRTHER development of the silver medal scheme 


instituted at the Homeopathic Hospital some weeks ago 


has taken place It is now arranged that the nurse 
who comes out first in the first class final examination 
shall be presented with a gold medal, and also that her 
name shall be engraved upon a shield in the nurses’ dining 
room, upon which, in future, each first nurse in her year 
vill find a place. Alterations are also to be made upon 
the certificate hitherto given, it being now stated how 
the nurse has passed, and in what class, Ist, 2nd, or 3rd 


Guy's Hospitat Trarnep Nurses’ INSTITUTION is now 
mourning the resignation of its superintendent, Miss 
Oxford, who has worked so energetically to ensure the 
comfort and well-being of her nurses The staff are 
naturally always busy, and last year was no exception to 
the rule. Valuable work done in conjunction with 
Guy’s Hospital Maternity Charity, and these nurses gained 
useful experience in the squalid homes which comprise the 
area covered by the Charity. 


was 


Miss Monkunovuse writes that in our report of her 
recent lecture, a somewhat wrong impression may have 
been given. The state of the camps was decidedly bad, 
but not so bad as we made it appear, and it was enteric, 


and not hard work, that caused the illness of the doctors 
and teachers. In a certain camp it was rumoured that 
no children under two were alive, but this did not apply 
to other camps 





THE PAN-ANGLICAN CONGRESS 
with the forthcoming Pan-Anglican 

Congress, a combined meeting for members of the 
nursing profession will be held in the Church House, 
Great Smith Street, Westminster, on Tuesday, June 23rd, 
at 2 30 p.m 

Seats in the body of the hall will be reserved free 
without ticket, for nurses. Friends will be admitte: 
to the gallery on payment of ls., tickets for which may 
be obtained from Miss Richardson, 52 Le Sloane 
Street, S.W. 


N connection 


we! 
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PRESENTATION 
Ar tl Builth Cottage Hospital, on Thursday, Ma: 


h. the committee of management presented a silver t 


id an illuminated address to Miss Kelly, t 

ring matron, as a mark of their esteem and for 

el es she had rendered during the last s 

ind thre juarter years She was also presented wit 


} 


é inted t1 by a number of the townspeople 
t} M K s retiring fre the professi 


MARRIAGE 
in Marcel | t St. Matthias’ Church, Dublin, M 
M. Hosford, late lady superintendent, Victoria |} 
d Ear Hospit vas married t Mr. Hans H 





, its 
DEATHS 
gret to learn of the death of Nurse Skey 
id been district nurse and midwifs t Mortimer 
ust 125 years. She was loved and honoured by 
d the privilege of knowing her, and her fu 


ittended by the county superintendent and s« 


her fellow nurses in the county 


[ue London Hospital has to lament the death of 
ts most devoted nurses, Miss Edith Herne (Si 
wee), after less than a week’s illness, from s¢ 

ning. She had been at the London nine years 
until two vears ago assistant sister in the O.P 

iS § ntle and so universally beloved that 


ly unexpected death has cast quite a gloom ove1 


vho ‘ nd loved het 


We re et t eal of the death of Mis E. E. tat 
t ter-mother at one of the scattered homes ur 
Kingston Board of Guardians. Miss Ratcliffe, 

rly assistant nurse at the Teddington Cott 











ospital. has recently been suffering from great ds 
of spirits, and ‘at the subseq vent inquest the 
erdict of ‘‘Suicide while temporarily insane 
ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT 
Mrs. G. O.-We have heard such dishes highly re 
ded; there is no risk of poisoning as with copper 
’ i se p is il heap enan 
Te st thanks are due to a kind friend for a bur 
wari! sleepir carments, which we have distribute 
is vyorking n a poor London d rict 
NE of our correspondents begs that ny pieces 
ired oO bla VC ls wh h are i1KelLY ie be 
i n \ sent » her, as she is anxious to wor 
Church in a very poor locality. She 
give the time and provide the canvas, but cannot 
d re \ parcels may be addressed to M 
ene } Ver I toad. Syd nham, ‘) E 





COMING EVENTS 
APRIL 61H Lecture on ‘‘Anzesthetics’’ (befor: 
xr treatment), by Dr. Bligh Wall, Miller Hos; 


RII Stu-—May ls Nursing and Midwifery 

nce nd Exhil n, Cavendish Roor Mor 
I s m E. Schofield 2S 
P | W f ing four ture 


p.n Miss Constance 
D The Care of Children after One Month 


(PRI vu.—Lecture, 8 p.m. C. J. Nepean Le 





Aprin S0Ta.—Lecture, 8 p.m. E. B. Reckitt, M 
[he Country Midwife and her Future Relationshi; 
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DEFECTIVE INFANTS 
GOOD deal had been said or written about the 
A elective child, said Dr. Kelynack in his lecture 


at Infants’ Hospital, Vincent Square, but little or 
nothing about the defective infant. As the name implied, 
the Jefective infant was imperfect, faulty, or deficient on 
som: point or other. This incompleteness was dependent on 


one of three causes; first, arrest in the process of intra- 
development, as in hare lip; or excess of the 
as in cases where an extra finger appears; or 
perversion, as where the heart is on the right side. 


Ne ily, it might arise from some mechanical injury at 
or shortly after birth. Thirdly, some defects had existed 
at vefore birth, and had not manifested themselves till 
later, such as defects in intellectual or moral development. 
To explain the causation of all these would require several 
lect s, as it would include a study of the normal pro- 
esse» of development; in this one lecture he would have 
to restrict himself to the study of defectives that nurses 
vO be likely to meet with. 

Nurses could do little or nothing to correct defects, but 
they might be able to prevent an increase of the evil 
or ences or bring about an improvement of the morbid 
con ons. A thorough examination of the new-born 
child was most important. It must be speedy and sympa- 
thetic. but must not be haphazard. The nurse must keep 
her «yes open and her wits about her, so that she would 
be e to face an oral examination afterwards or write 
wl she had seen. The infant must be thoroughly 
stripped, the limbs free of movement, but at the same 
time it must be sheltered from cold; only part of the 
body need be uncovered at a time. Then she must 
examine each part of the heid—its shape, size, the 
fontonelles, eves, lips, mouth, palate (to see if it is per- 
forated or unduly arched), the neck, trunk, extremities, 
nd, ‘astly, the spine. 

I y there had been much study of the normal un- 
ld of the healthy child, and he should like to arouse 
the nthusiastic study of the same subject. We did not 
kn f the child came into the world mentally with a 
late, whether its mind was a blank or if it bore 
pre-natal impressions; but we did know that very early it 
howed signs of mind. Nurses knew that by the second 
or third day the infant was sensitive to light; by the 


lay it indicated powers of hearing; by the second 

1 gentle touches made it start; by the seventh day 

it showed sensibility to taste. Quite early it manifested 
s of pleasure, as in feeding or in its bath, or of 

li rt from hunger, cold, wet, tight clothing. By 
I ntvy-third day it showed a tendency to tears; by 
nty-sixth smiles appeared. A very interesting 

ight be written on its cries of pain, hunger, im- 
anger. Inco-ordination of the eyes was still 

in the second month, but the infant recog- 

the human voice, and smiles were distinctly 
when it was tickled. By the third month it 


1 its parents or natural guardian. About the 
nt ek the intelligent infant noticed the sounds of a 
by the fourth month endeavoured to grasp objects 


B fourteenth week it could sit up; by the fifth month 


recognise strangers; by the sixth month it could 
r elf to a sitting posture, could laugh, crow. com- 
f mother and father in the mirror with the 


0 : by the seventh month it manifested astonish- 
| discrimination; by the eighth astonishment at 
by the ninth it should stand on its feet without 

lap its hands, show fear, and appear to under- 
me quastions; by the tenth it carried on its own 


I nolocnes: by the eleventh it showed some rudi 
obedience, and by the twelfth it had learnt 
Nurses should compare such development 


of the less healthy infant. 
ere three groups of defectives : first, the primary 
d, dependent. on pre-natal development; second, 
or acquired, denendent on injury or disease 
process of development; and third, cases where 
ired to be proper development and health, but 
process of disintegration and degeneration set in; 
n bud had no further nowers for unfolding: it 


r | to'a lower type. Difficulties would be met with 
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in studying such cases, but in the first place there wer: 
signs about the face and the anatomical conditions to 
suggest that a child might be unsound in mind; however, 
it must be remembered that some of these signs 01 
stigmata were to be noticed in the physiognomy of highly 
intellectual people, even geniuses. Again, there were the 
cases where the physical development seemed perfect, but 
still the mind was dormant, deficient or absent. ‘Thirdly, 
there were cases of very slow development; these often 
presented great difliculties in feeding, but not unfrequently 
they turned out quite normal. He could not go into all 
the causes of these, but from recent statistics we knew 
that certain factors, such as drink and syphilis, had t 
be reckoned with. Coming to the point of stigmata, he 
said they were useful aids in recognising and classifying 
the cases. There were marks in the little human unit, 
anomalies of the head—it was too large or too small, 
conical—the face was larger on one side than on the 
other; the palate was pointed in the arch, or cleft; abnor 
malities of the tongue, or lip, or nose, or eyes, or in the 
character of the ear, if it were’ large, prominent, and 
lacking in the helix. There were deformities of the 
limbs—too many, too few, or webbed fingers—deformities 
of the trunk—too many nipples, hernia, navel rupture, 
spina bifida, which was caused by the incomplete closure 
or protrusion of the spinal cord, absence of skin. Then 
there were functional stigmata, motor impedimenta, 
tremors, defects in the eye or actual blindness, defects in 
speech or hearing. Thirdly, there were the psychical stig 
mata, which developed later, mental enfeeblement, moral 
delinquencies, and other eccentricities. Defective infants 
were divided into three groups : the microcephalic, the chief 
points of which were smallness of head (below 17 inches 
in circumference), receding forehead, extending upwards 
to a point at the back, and the back of the head flat; the 
hydrocephalic, which showed enlarged head and ove 
hanging brows, the diameter across was large; and, third, 
the Mongol group, with eyes close together and slanting 
upwards, had a fold at the inner part of the eyelid, nose 
short and spreading, mouth open, sometimes tongue pro 
truding, the palate high, hair wiry, the bones of the 
limbs small, and the little finger often twisted inwards 
Many of these died early from tubercle. Then there 
were cretins who appeared ‘sporadically in this country, 
and the myxcedematous infants, who could be improved 
by the early use of thyroid When interference took 
place during the early embryonic period monstrosities 
might result. Of all the defects, viz., those of the nervous 
system, of the circulatory system or of the alimentary 
canal, the last were the most important for nurses through 
the feeding difficulties they presented 





CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD 


HE Central Midwives Board sat to consider penal 
cases on Thursday and Friday, March 26th and 27th 

Thirty midwives had been cited to appear before the 
Board to answer various charges alleged against them 
Nineteen of these were struck off the Roll—Ellen Cash 
more, Ann Kimberley, Charlotte Lane, Ann Laseley, 
tebecca Mathews, Sarah Payne, Ellen Pratt (all from 
Staffordshire), Mary Devey (Salop), Myrah Sarah Jones 
(Berks), Catherine Mist (Southampton Rosina Scott 
(Northumberland), Sarah Lee Manchester Elizabeth 
Neal (Birmingham), Jane Baker Remmer (Lancashire), 
Ellen Thomas (St. Helens), Jane Ward and Harriet 
Williams Notts), Maria Westwood Wolverhampton), 
Rose Williams (Worcester 

In these cases gross and dangerous ignorance, per- 
sistent refusal to keep the Rules of the Board, or evidence 
of habitual drunkenness were the usual causes for removal 
from the Roll. The majority were illiterate women 
Four midwives were ‘“‘severely censured ’’—Sarah Bates 
(Rotherham), Martha Short (Carnarvonshire Isabella 
Dowdy (Bucks), and Eliza Woolley (Leicestershire). The 
Local Supervising Authorities are requested to supply 
reports of these midwives’ conduct in three months’ time 
Three midwives were ‘‘censured—Elizabeth Townsend 
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a ae Staffordshire), and OE Bs R ES P O N D EN = E 


Filmer (London) and 
| One midwife had rHE C.M.B. AND POOR LAW INFIRMARIE> 
ing been notified To the Editor. 
Authority, con- UR interesting comments of the week on midw 
n f the ! in your 1 : ol February I “al very tf 
the quarre be en th C.M.B. and the Poor 
1 Supervising Midwifery Schools. 
s notice, as No one vil at your opinion as to the inadvisal 
authorities incre number of births at Poor Law inst 
ype f midwife ) t 1e cases are there, and will be there, in sg; 
by the Inspec tor th ! rigid administration and active discoul 
keep her ent y I authorities Seeing that this is so, it 
onfinement pity ni some of these institutions where 
Alice Filmer ‘rial is scanty, owing to the strict administratior 
testimonial é dt ans, should not be utilised for the benefit 
lurses trained in the adjacent infirmaries, wh« 
ion of her ierelore penalised as compared with their sisters 
The Board le rigidly administered parishes 
was refused 1e that the institutions which the C.M.B. } 
ve been mostly the smaller ones, where 
Chairmar lifficr ») scrape together enough material. & 
midwife n as these places have is, however, suflicien 
idwives V r three nurses a yea They would learn 
have been 1anagement and diagnosis of normal labour cases, v 
ertificated, is practically all that a midwife needs to know. In 
thing abnormal she is bound to send for the doctor. 
many midwives trained in large districts or large 
tutions have seen these emergencies, which fortun 


KEN | MIDWIVES . \ I hey are taught in their lectures 





the Kent County i ith them, but few have practical experien 
the il to rescind L ci nor would they if they conducted fifty lal 
powers under the Midwives instead of twenty 
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